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STATISTICS  MD  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AEEA 


Area  in  acres 

Population  1961  (estimated)  

Number  of  inhabited  houses  as  per  rate  books 

Sum  produced  by  Id.  rate  as  at  31st  December  1962. 


78,159 

4320 

1,484 

£131. 


SPECIAL CONDITIONS 


Good,  The  vast  majority  of  the  inhabitants  are  engaged  in  agricult- 
ural pursuits  and  appear  to  be  exceptionally  healthy  in  consequence. 


EXTRACT  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  1962 


Total 

Male, 

Female 

Live  Births  Legitimate  ... 

44  (60) 

13 

(39) 

31 

(21) 

Live  Births  Illegitimate  . . . 

...  ...  1 ( 2) 

1 

( 1) 

( 1) 

Deaths  from  all  causes  • . . 

52  (35) 

27 

(15) 

25 

(20) 

Still  Births  . . . 

...  ...  1 (1) 

1 

( 1) 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the 

estimated  population 

10.4 

(14.3 

) 

Death  Rate  per  1.000  of  the 

estimated  population 

11.3 

( 8.0 

) 

Corrected  Death  Rate  ... 

« • • « • • 

12,3 

(16.3 

) 

Corrected  Birth  Rate  ... 

0 • • 000 

lXr5 

( 7.7 

) 

N.  B,  The  figures  shown  in 

. brackets  above  are  those  for 

the  previous 

1 year 

• • DEATH  RATE  OP 

INFxiNTS  UNDER  AGE  OF 

ONE 

YEAR 

1 

MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS 
See  Public  Health  Inspector's  Report. 


PREV/OiENCE  ;^^D  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER 

DISEi'iSES 

No  particular  disease  was  unduly  prevalent  during  the  year. 


VACCINATIONS 


- 4 - 


Vaccinations  carried  out  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  during 
in  the  Dulverion  Rural  District 

Medical  practitioners  now  carry  out  vaccinations. 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS^) 

Total  Cases  Cases  admitted  Deaths 
Notified  to  Hospital 

Sinai  1 R ox  ...  ... 

Scarlet  Fever  “ *■  “ 

Diptheria  ’ “ “ “ 


#•«  ©•• 

4 

— 

7/hooping  Cough  ...  ... 

4 

- 

- 

Puerperal  pyrexia...  ... 

- 

— 

Pneumonia  ... 

- 

- 

— 

Other  Diseases  notifiable  locally 

Chicken  Pox  . . . ' ...  ... 

Acute  Poliomylitis, , . ... 

- 

- 

- 

lysentry  ...  ... 

- 

- 

- 

Ani/lix'sx  ••• 

— 

— 

Deaths  from  Cancer 

Stomach  1,  Gastric  1,  Bronchus 

2,  Breast  2,  Renal  1 

, Oesophagus 

1, 

Rodent  U;j.cerof  Scalp  1,  Leukaemia  1, 

Total 

o 

1 — 1 

H 

Two  deaths  from  Bronchial  Cancer  occurred  during  the  year  - one  case  had 
been  resident  in  the  Dulverton  area  for  5 years  and  the  second  for  2 years.  We 
have  no  record  of  any  native  of  the  Dulverton  area  dying  of  this  diseasefor,  at 
least,  the  past  eleven  years. 

Of  the  other  seven  deaths  from  Cancer  three  were  resident 
district  for  less  than  two  years. 

in  Dulverton 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  mortality  from  cancer  which  has 
taken  place  in  the  Dulverton  Rural  District  during  the  past  ten  years. 

Gastric  Cancer  l8 

Cancer  of  Bowel  7 

Cancer  of  Stomach  1 

Ovary 

3 

Testis  1 

Oesophagus 

9 

Bladder  6 

Pancreas 

9 

Breast  19 

Laiynx 

1 

Uterus  4 

Prostate 

2 

Rectum  5 

Vulvae 

1 

Bronchus  3 

Orbit 

1 

Brain  1 

Cervix 

1 

Rodent  Ulcer  of  Scalp 

1 

Leukaemia 

1 

59 

Total  = 94 

35 

PREVENTION  OF  BLINDNESS  No  action  taken- 

HOUSING 


No  new  dwellings  were  erected  by  the  Local  Authority  during  the  year 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEiJjTH  SERVICiSS  IN  THE 

iIRSA 


(1)  Nursing  in  the  Home 

Nursing  is  provided  by  th©  Hoalth  Lopi,  of  "tbe  Sonisrsei/  Coun'ty 
Council  and  where  required  there  is  liason  with  the  Local  Authority, 

(b)  Home  Helps 

All  home  help  services  are  controlled  by  Somerset  County  Council 
It  operates  in  the  district  giving  attention  to  chronic  sick  and  maternity 
services.  The  Staff  consistd  of  four  visiting  women  and  occasionally  a 
resident  home  help  is  sent  in  special  cases, 

(c)  Infectious  Diseases. 

Where  required  cases  of  acute  infectious  diseases  are  removed  to 
isolation  hospitals  outside  the  area, 

(2)  Midwives 

None  employed  or  subsidised  by  the  Local  Authority,  Number  practis- 
ing in  the  area. 4 

(3)  Laboratories 


Arrangements  for  the  cariying  out  of  Pathological  and  Bacteriological 
Examinations,  Analysis  of  Foodstuffs  etc,  are  made  with  the  Somerset  County 
Laboratory  at  County  Hall  Taunton  and  with  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service 
at  Musgrove  Park  Hospital,  Taunton, 

(4)  Hospitals 

There  are  no  hospitals  of  any  description  within  the  area.  Hospital 
accommodation  for  cases  of  infectious  diseases  remains  unchanged. 

(5)  Maternity  and  Nursing  Homes 

There  are  no  Maternity  or  Nursing  Homes  within  the  area  of  this 
Authority,  I/There  necessary  maternity  cases  are  removed  to  Minehead,  Tiverton 
or  Taunton  Hospitals.  Cases  of  Maternal  Mortality  and  Pueperal  Pyrexia  are 
investigated  by  the  County  Authority,  An  Ante-Natal  and  Child  Y/elfare  Clinic 
is  held  at  Exmoor  House,  Bulverton  each  month, 

(6)  Institutional  Provisions  for  the  care  of  the  Mental  Defective, 

There  are  no  such  institutions  within  the  area  of  this  Authority, 

(7)  Liptheria  Immunisations  and  Vaccinations 

Diptheria  immunisations,  poliomyelitis  and  smallpox  vaccinations  are 
carried  out  by  general  practitioners  and  at  the  monthly  clinic  held  at  Exmoor 
House,  Dulverton, 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  ENVIRONMENT  IN  THE  AREA 

(1)  Water  Supply 

Nine  out  of  a total  of  eleven  parishes  in  the  area  have  a public 
water  supply.  Routine  samples  both  for  Bacteriological  and  Chemical  examination 
are  taken  at  frequent  intervals  during  the  year  by  the  Public  Health  Inspector 
and  Surveyor  and  the  results  of  the  samples  so  taken  are  set  out  in  his  report. 

The  newly  formed  West  Somerset  Water  Board  will  assume  responsibility  for 
all  public  water  supplies  in  the  area  of  the  Dulverton  Rural  District  on  1st 
April,  1963, 

A great  deal  has  been  said  and  ^iltten  on  the  subject  of  Fluoridation  of 
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Public  Wator  Supplies  during  recent  months  so  it  might  be  helpful  here  to 

summarize  the  facts  as  shown  by  the  following  bodies  namely"— 

(a)  The  World  Health  Organisation  Expert  Committee 

(b)  The  United  Kingdom  Mission  to  North  iimerica  (1953) 

(c)  The  New  Zealand  Goot  Commission  of  Enquiry, 

(d)  The  Ontario  Goot  Committee. 

/ 

These  reports  all  agree  on  the  following  points,— 

(1)  That  the  presence  of  Fluoride  in  a strength  of  one  part  per  million 
in  water  is  absolutely  harmless  to  health  whether  the  fluoride  occurs 
naturally  or  is  added  artificially. 

(2)  That  Fluoride  in  this  strength  reduces  the  amount  of  dental  decgy 
in  children  by  50  "to  60^ 

(3)  That  the  addition  of  Fluoride  to  drinking  water  is  the  only  practical 
means  of  reaching  the  whole  child  population. 

In  view  of  these  facts  it  seems  obvious  that  we  should  take  the 
carefully  considered  guidance  of  the  Government  who  have  the  best  advice 

. - available  to  them  through  the  Medical  Research  Council. 

There  is  always  a good  deal  of  vociferous  opposition  to  any  new 
important  step  in  disease  prevention,  - I well  remember  the  abuse  I had 
to  face  from  "Antibodies"  when  I introduced  Inoculations  against  Biptheria 
into  my  Devon  districts  in  1929.  This  sort  of  opposition  often  includes 
a handful  of  well  informed  and  eminent  people  who  are  perhaps  a little 

- . blind  in  certain  directions. 

For  further  information  on  Fluoridation  I suggest  the  Council  would 
do  well  to  study  the  detailed  account  of  the  first  five  years  of  British 
Fluoridation  studies  (Published  by  H,  M.  S.  0.  I962.) 

(’2)  Drainage 

Dulverton,  Brushford  arid  Exford  have  proper  sewage  disposal  works.. 

The  Council  are  well  av/are  of  the  unsatisfactory  arrangements  existing  to 
many  properties  in  the  centre  of  Winsford  amd  I sincerely  hope  a proper 
sewerage  system  will  be  provided  for  the  village  at  an  early  date, 

(3)  Rivers  and  Stream  Pollution 

The  pollution  of  rivers  and  streams  is  dealt  with  mainly  by  the 
Devon  River  Board. 

(4)  Closet  Accommodation 

Numerous  improvements  were  made  to  scattered  cottages  throughout 
the  district  and  every  encouragement  is  given  in  this  respect, 

(5)  Schools 

All  schools  within  the  area  now  have  flush  lavatories.  The  majority 
of  schools  have  kitchens  attached  where  school  meals  are  provided.  These 
are  inspected  at  regular  intervals  by  the  Public  Health  Staff  and  represent- 
ations were  made  to  the  County  Authority  during  the  year  in  respect  of  un- 
satisfactory conditions  at  the  Withypool  school.  As  a result  of  these 
representations  certain  improvements  were  caritued  out,  but  until  such  time 
as  a new  kitchen  can  be  provided  the  arrangements  at  this  school  must  re- 
main somewhat  sub -standard, 

(6)  Public  Cleansing 

See  Public  Health  Inspector's  Report, 


(7)  Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area 


See  Public  Health  Inspector's  Report* 


(8)  Eradication  of  Bedbugs 

No  action  was  required  during  the  year. 


TUBERCULOSIS 
New  Cases  durinis:  --  1962 


Pulftonaiy 
Period  M,  P. 


N on-Pulmonary 

M.  F. 


Pulmonary 

M.  P. 


Mortality 
N on-Pulmonary 

M.  P. 


1-10 

• 

10  - 25 

25 45 

45  - 65 
Over  65 

^ .I. 

- 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1952  -No  action 

My  thanks  are  due  to  Mr  Organ  for  his  assistance  in  compiling 
this  Report  and  also  for  his  co-operation  throughout  the  year. 

I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

GEORGE  NICHOLSON. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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Report  of  the  Riblic  Health  Inspector  & Surveyor  for  the  Year 

1962 

FREE  ACE 


Mr  Chairmarij  Ladies  & Gentlemen, 

I present  herewith  my  Annual  Report  upon  the  work  of  the  Public  Health 
Department  for  the  year  1962,  this  being  my  fifth  year  of  office. 

The  information  contained  in  the  report  again  gives  some  indication  of 
the  work  carried  out,  the  majority  of  which  is  directly  linked  with  the 
improvement  and  furtherance  of  Public  Health  conditions  in  the  area. 

During  the  year  great  advances  were  made  in  connection  with  the  amalga- 
mation of  water  undertakings  in  West  Somerset  and  the  West  Somerset  W'ater 
Board  Order  made  during  the  year  provided  for  the  transfer  of  water  under- 
takings to  the  Board  as  from  1st  April,  1963*  Whilst  the  work  of  preparing 
new  water  schemes  has  in  recent  years  been  entrusted  to  Consulting  Engineers 
the  responsibility  for  all  maintenance  has  been  that  of  this  department  and 
this  has  alv/ays  been  carried  out  to  the  best  of  our  ability,  with  the  limited 
staff  and  the  almost  complete  lack  of  suitable  plant  however  there  have  been 
occassions  when  numerous  difficulties  were  encountered  regarding  maintaining 
supplies  which  in  many  cases  required  working  very  long  hours  spread  into 
evenings  and  week-ends. 

The  amount  of  time  which  I was  able  to  devote  to  attending  to  what  I 
consider  to  be  the  more  routine  duties  was  often  far  from  adequate  and  this 
is  by  no  means  the  first  year  when  such  a statement  has  had  to  be  made. 

Having  regard  to  this  situation  therefore  the  action  of  the  Council  at  the 
latter  end  of  the  year  to  increase  the  technical  staff  of  the  department  was 
appreciated  and  I am  confident  that  this  together  with  being  released  of  the 
responsibility  for  the  maintenance  of  water  supplies  during  1963  will  enable 
many  of  the  somewhat  neglected  matters  among  them  such  important  items  as 
Slum  Clearance,  Food  Hygiene  etc. to  receive  the  careful  attention  they  merit. 

In  conclusion  may  I again  express  ray  thanks  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Council 
the  Chairman  of  the  Public  Health  and  Housing  Committee’s  and  all  members  of 
the  Council  for  their  continued  help  and  consideration.  May  I also  thank  the 
Clerk  of  the  Council,  and  his  staff,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  ajid  all 
other  officers,  and  the  staff  of  my  own  department  for  the  cooperation  and 
assistance  throughout  the  year. 


I am.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  Obedient  Servant, 


R.  J.  ORGAN. 

Public  Health  Inspector  & Surveyor. 


July.  1963 
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Hsalth  InSTiRf.tor's  Betiort  for  the  Year  ended  3l3t  Beoember 

- 1262 

Summary  of  Visits  Made 

The  total  number  of  inspections  and  visits  made  during  the  year  amounted^ 
to  1282  and  the  details  below  indicate  the  multifarious  nature  of  these  duties. 

GENERAL  SANITATION 

Visits  in  connection  v/ith  Water  Supplies  (Main  and  Private  supplies)  321 
Visits  in  connection  with  drainage  of  Private  buildings  28 

Stables  and  Piggeries  1 

Fried  Pish  and  Chip  Shops  4 

Sewage  Works  7® 

Moveable  Dwellings  (Caravansj  tents  etc j)  34 

Enforcement  of  Petroleum  Regilations  33 

Public  Conveniences  21 

Flood  Prevention  Works  21 

Factories  26 

Licensed  Premises  5 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal  (including  litter  collection  & control  49 
General  Nuisances  and  Complaints  31 

Miscellaneous  Public  Health  Matters  8 

New  Constructional  Works  (Local  Authority)  42 

New  Constructional  V/orks  (Private)  I86 

HOUSING 

Routine  inspections  of  Coimcil  Houses  21 

Visits  in  connection  with  repair  and  maintenance  of  Council  Houses  113 
Inspections  and  re-inspection  of  private  houses  under  Housing  Acts  33 
Investigation  of  overcrowding  3 

Investigation  of  Improvement  Giant  applications  and  Miscellaneous  51 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

Visits  res  disinfection  2 

Diseases  of  Animals  (Waste  Pooda,)  Order  4 

Miscellaneous  Infectious  Diseases  visits  3 

INSPECTION  OF  MEAT  Ai^D  OTHER  FOODS 

Routine  inspection  of  Slaughterhouses  4 

Total  Meat  inspection  visits  I36 

Routine  visits  Shops  and  other  establishments  res  enforcements  of 

Food  Hygiene  Regulations  14 

Miscellaneous  Food  Visits  10 

Total  « 1,282 
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i)  Council  Houses 

No  new  Council  dwellings  were  erected  and  no  existing  Council  houses 
scrags  or  bungalows  were  sold  during  the  year.  The  total  No.  of  dwellings 
owned  by  the  Local  Authority  at  31st  December  1962  remained  therefore  at  223. 
.This  figure  is  made  up  of  77  prewar  type  housesj  lOO  post  war  houses^  37 
traditional  type  2 bedroom  bungalows,  8 Old  People's  bungalows  and  one  shop 
. with  living  accommodation  over. 

The  Council's  Architects  were  instructed  during  the  year  to  prepare  a 
scheme  for  the  erection  of  one  pair  of  bungalows  at  Huish  Champflower  and  at 
the  end  of  the  year  tenders  were  about  to  be  invited. 

V/ith  the  exception  of  external  painting  maintenance  works  were  carried 
out  by  the  small  direct  labour  force.  In  addition  to  the  painting  contracts 
a total  of  25  houses  were  colourwashed  during  the  year. 

Schemes  for  the  improvement  of  pre-war  houses  by  providing  modem  amenities 
continued  throughout  the  year  but  the  complete  absence  of  any  technical  assist- 
ance in  the  office  greatly  restricted  the  number  of  schemes  which  could  be  pre- 
pared and  due  to  extreme  pressure  in  other  fields  very  little  preparatiiy  work 
was  possible  towards  the  latter  end  of  the  year.  At  the  31st  December  the  total 
number  improved  amounted  to  17  but  works  on  a further  12,.houses  were  in  hand 
by  Contractors  and  at  an  advanced  stage. 

Routine  inspections  of  some  Council  houses  were  carried  out  during  the 
year  but  with  few  exceptions  as  a result  again  of  other  more  pressing  problems 
visits  were  mainly  to  thos  houses  known  to  be  requiring  routine  visits.  The 
total  number  of  visits  according  to  the  sximmary  amounted  to  only  21,  this  does 
not  of  course  reflect  a perfectly  true  and  certainly  not  a good  record  as  many 
vjnore  such  visits,  yjere  made  when  visiting  the  premises  primarily  for  some  other 
purpose. 

' . *1-  . • • • 

) Action  under  the  Housing  Acts 

Demolition  orders  made  in  respect  of  two  cottages  at.  Exton  during  1962 
were  revoked  during  the  year  following  completion  of  works  approved  by  the 
Council  to  convert  the  two  cottages  into  one  dwelling  and  make  them  fit  for 
human  habitation.  Two  sub  standard  cottages  adjoining  the  Rock  Inn  at  Bridge- 
town were  demolished  during  the  year. 

Undertakings  given  under  the  Housing  Acts  that  properties  would  not  be 
used  for  human  habitation  were  cancelled  in  respect  of  3 cottages  at  V/insford 
and  Exford  on  completion  of  approved  works. 

Of  the  129  dv/ellings  v;hich  the  Council  considered  in  1955  should  be  the 
subject  of  action  under  the  Housing  Acts  following  the  Rural  Housing  Survey 
51  had  been  dealt  with  at  31st  December. 

Five  private  houses  were  erected  during  the?  year  and  a further  4 were  in 
course  of  construction  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  total  number  of  houses  erected  in  the  district  from  1st  April  1945 
to  31st  December  I960  is  as  follows 


Local  Authority  147 
Private  Enterprise  56 

Improvement  Grants 
) Discretionary  Grants 

The  number  of  applications  received  and  houses  dealt  i with  by  the  Local 
Authority  during  the  year  were  as  follows s— 
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(1) 

Received 


(2) 

Approved 


Apolications 

5 


No«  of  dwellings 

7 


Application  No«  of  dwellings 

5 7 


IT-OTIi;  ITuniber  of  applications  approved  in  respoct  of  owner/occupied  houses 
during  year  4 


Average  cost  per  dwelling  approved  £877 


Total  ainount  of  grant  payable  Dy  Local  Authority  £2,312 


(b)  Standard  Grants 


(1) 

Humber,  of  applications 

(a) 

Received 

4 

(h) 

Approved 

4 

(2j  Total  Humber  of  Houses  where  s-uandard  amenities  had  been  provided 
at  31st  Df^cember  since  inception  of  scheme  14 


MOVEiJLE D'vTELLIHGS 

Ho  now  licences  wore  issued  during  the  year  under  the  Caravan  Sites  & 

Control  of  Development  Act  I960.  Of  the  four  licences  issued  during  1961, 
one  in  respoct  of  a site  for  one  caravan  at  Brushford  expired  upon  the  ex- 
piration of  planning  permission  in  respect  of  the  site  and  the  caravan  duly 
removed  and  one  other  site  v/hich  had  been  vacated  dui'ing  1961  expired  again 
on  the  expiration  of  planning  permission. 

The  two  other  sites  both  in  the  Parish  of  Withypool  and  each  containing 
one  caravan  continued  in  use  and  hhgular  visits  revealed  the  conditions  of  the 
licence  were  being  observed. 

There  are  no  seasonal  sites  whatever  within  the  district  and  as  a result 
some  itinerant  caravans  v;erc  to  be  found  stationed  at  various  points,  usually 
for  only  one  or  two  nights  during  the  summer  months  bmt  no  complaints  were 
received. 

. Land  at  Brushford  was  again  used  at  certain  periods  during  the  svunmer  months 
as  a camping  site  by  the  Boy  Scouts  Association  who  are  an  exempted  organisation 
under  the  Act,  Inspections  revealed  the  site  to  be  at  all  times  in  a very  clean 
and  tidy  condition.  Main  water  was  available  at  this  site 


WATER  SUPPLIES 

(a)  Public  Supplies 

Sampling  of  all  main  supplies  was  carried  out  at  regular  inteivals  through- 
out the  year  samples  being  taken  from  headworks,  reservoirs  and  points  along 
the  distribution  mains,  such  samples  being  sent  direct  to  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  at  Taunton  by  passenger  train  for  bacteriological  examination.  The 
results  of  the  samples  are  indicated  below. 


Supply 

Total  Bo. 

Ho.  found 

Ho,  found 

of  samples 

satisfactory 

unsatisfactory 

Dulverton  & Brushford 

16 

14 

2 

Dulverton  (Jury  Road) 

^ - 12  - 

5 

- c/fwd 

B/fwd 

Supply  Total  No. 

of  samples 

21 

Exford  5 

Winsford  6 

V/ithypool  6 

Brompton  Regis  5 

Skilgate  8 

Huish  Champf lower  5 

Bridgetown  5 

61 


No,  found 
satisfactory 

14 

4 

2 

4 
3 
6 

5 
3 

46 


ITo,  found 
unsatisfactoiy 
2 
1 
4 
2 
2 
2 

2 

15 


The  total  Number  of  samples  shows  a decrease  of  7 over  the  previous  year 
the  biggest  drop  being  in  the  samples  taken  from  the  Dulverton  and  Brushford 
supply.  The  number  of  samples  taken  from  some  villages  was  above  that  for  the 
previous  year. 

In  addition  to  the  samples  taken  and  submitted  for  Bacteriological  eiiam- 
ination,  at  least  one  sample  was  taken  from  each  main  supply  and  submitted  to 
the  Coimty  iinalyst  for  chemical  analysis  and  the  results  of  these  are  set  out 
in  Appendix  1 of  this  report. 

Main  supplies  are  provided  to  all  villages  with  the  exception  of  Simons— 
bath,  Exton  and  Upton.  In  practically  all  cases  sources  of  supply  are  from 
shallow  moorland  springs  and  raw  water  is  piped  directly  into  the  distribution 
system  via  a service  reservoir  and  in  most  cases  as  will  be  seen  by  the  pre- 
ceeding  paragraphs  the  Bacteriological  (quality  could  be  regarded  as  quite 
satisfactory  for  Rural  Water  supplies  which  in  the  majority  of  cases  lack  any 
form  of  treatment. 

Consumers  at  Dulverton  and  Brushford  were  requested  to  economise  in  the 
use  of  v/ater  for  a short  period  during  the  summer  months  but  apart  from  this 
no  restrictions  were  placed  on  the  use  of  water  anywhere  throughout  the  district, 

A scheme  for  the  relaying  of  existing  and  some  new  distribution  mains  in 
the  Parishes  of  Brushford  and  Dulverton  and  a new  chlorinating  plant  in  the 
Dulverton  (Jury  Road)  Supply  as  prepared  by  the  Council's  Consulting  Engineers 
.was  commenced  in  May  and  was  practically  completed  by  the  end  of  the  year, The 
total  contract  price  of  the  scheme  being  £13 j 372.  The  Work  of  relaying  the 
existing  2"  iron  main  with  a new  3"  asbestos  main  through  the  village  of  Skilgate 
was  undertaken  by  Contract  during  the  year. 

The  Council's  Consulting  Engineers  prepared  a scheme  for  the  relaying  of 
the  water  mains  through  the  village  of  Winsford  and  tenders  had  been  received 
at  31st  December,  Proposals  for  the  augmentation  of  the  Brompton  Regis  supply 
by  the  provision  of  a borehole  to  replace  the  existing  unsatisfactory  emergency 
supply  received  further  consideration  and  approval  in  principle  of  this  scheme 
was  given. 

Numerous  meetings  were  held  during  the  year  of  the  Steering  Committee 
of  the  West  Somerset  Water  Board  and  plans  made  for  the  Board  to  come  into 
being  on  the  1st  April,  1963, 

(b ) Private  Supplies 

Water  supplies  to  many  dwellings  in  the  more  outlying  parts  of  the  district 
are  derived  from  private  wells  and  springs  and  a total  of  21  samples  were  taken 
from  such  supplies  during  the  year.  Many  of  such  samples  were  taken  prior  to 
the  implementation  of  new  si^plies  to  farms  under  Grant  aided  schemes  and  ob- 
servations were  passed  on  many  other  results  of  samples  taken  directly 

by  the  department  of  the  Ministry  of  Fisheries  and  Food,  administer- 
ing the  grant  aided  schemes,  ”^8 
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Dulverton,  Brushford  and  Exford  are  provided  with  proper  sewerage  schemes 
each  with  its  own  sewage  disposal  works.  Routine  maintenance  works  are  car- 
ried out  hy  direct  labour  which  includes  a part  time  employee  resident  in  the 
village  of  Exford  which  would  otherv/ise  require  an  excessive  amount  of  travel- 
ling from  Dulverton.  All  works  : consist  of  settling  tanJ:CSy  percolating  filter 
and  hiimus  tanks  with  the  final  - effluent  being  discharged  to  the  River  Exe  or 
Barle.  No  complaints  were  received  regarding  the  standard  of  effluent. 

The  Bulverton  works  were  at  times  njinning  to  full  capacity  and  the  Council 
will  in  due  course  have  to  give  consideration  to  extending  these  works. 

Further  consideration  was  given  to  providing  a Sewerage  Scheme  and  Disposal 
Works  at  Winsford. 

Drainage  arrangements  to  properties  in  the  centre  of  Bridgetown^  Brompton 
Regis  and  Withypoolcannot  be  regarded  as  satisfactory,  the  possibility  of  pro- 
viding schemes  to  these  villages  must  however  be  governed  by  the  general 
economic  situation  and  the  cost  of  any  such  scheme  per  dwelling  may  well  be 
high. 


comm  LODGING  HOUSES 


There- are  no  Registered  Common  Lodging  Houses  within  the  area. 


REFUSE  COLLECTIONS 


Regular  collections  of  house  refuse  are  made  from  the  majority  of  premises 
throughout  the  area.  Frequency  of  collections  varied  from  once  weekly  in  the 
larger  villages  of  Dulverton  Brushford  and  Exford  to  once  every  four  weeks  at 
Simonsbath  Huish  Champflower  and  Oldways  End.  Minor  modifications  and  exten- 
sions were  incorporated  into  the  years  programme. 

In  conjunction  with  the  National  Parks  Authority  a scheme  for  the  collection 
of  the  contents  of  litter  bins  was  commenced  during  the  year  for  which  the 
National  Parks  Committee  made  a financial  contribution.  A number  of  new  litter 
bins  v/ere  purchased  and  placed  at  points  on  the  Exmoor  National  Parks  Area  and 
arrangements  made  for  collection  during  the  summer  months. 

The  Diesel  Refuse  Lorry  purchased  in  1957  continued  to  give  ’satisfactory 
service.  The  annual  mileage  of  this  vehicle  again  showed  and  increase  and  fig- 
ures for  the  past  five  years  are  as  follows 2- 


1958 

1959 

1960 

1961 

1962 


5,923 

6,372 

6,794 

7,147 

7,725 


The  Vehicle  averaged  I4.I  miles  per  gallon  during  the  year  as  compared 
with  14.2  for  the  previous  year. 

Requests  for  further  extensions  of  the  service  were  received  during  the 
year  and  these  were  considered  when  the  programme  for  1963  was  considered  in 
December,  The  Council  then  approved  proposals  for  increasing  the  frequency 
of  collection  at  Brompton  Regis  to  fortnightly  instead  of  monthly,  Winsford  and 
Bridgetown  to  receive  weekly  instead  of  fortnightly  collections,  Simonsbath  to 
receive  fortnightly  collections  in  the  summer  months  instead  of  monthly  and 
several  other  minor  extensions. 
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All  refuse  after  collection  is  brought  to  the  central  incinerator  at 
Dulverton  where  after  sorting  all  combustible  material  is  burned.  Glass  and 

ashes  are  conveyed  by  the  lorry  to  the  tip  at  Oldv/ays  End  and  tins  are  baled 
and  sold  as  destructor  scrap.  The  market  for  destructor  scrap  fell  during  the 
year  but  apart  from  deriving  some  form  of  income,  the  sale  of  such  material  is 
of  course  a most  satisfactory  means  of  disposal  and  reduces  considerably  the 
volume  to  be  transported  to  the  tip. 

Sweeping  of  the  main  streets  of  Dulverton  was  continued  and  a contribution 
towards  the  cost  is  received  from  the  Somerset  County  Council. 


INSPECTION  OF  FOOD  MD  FOOD  PPEl'ilSES 

t 

v -j 

(a)  Milk  and  Dairies 

The  authority  responsible  for  the  inspection,  control  and  registration 
of  cowsheds  and  of  dairies  at  producer  / retailers  premises  is  the  Ministry  of 
’Agriculture  Fisheries  and  Food,  Consultations  do  take  place  from  time  to  time 
with  this  authority  regarding  drainage  and  water  supply  at  such  premises  but 
apart  from  this  aspect  all  matters  are  dealt  with  directly  by  the  controlling 
authority. 

All  licences  under  the  Milk  (Special  Designation)  Regulations  are  issued 
by  the  Somerset  County  Council  as  food  and  drugs  authority.  Routine  sampling 
of  designated  milk  is  carried  out  by  the  County  Council  and  results  forwarded 
to  the  department  for  information, 

(b)  Ice  - Cream 

No  premises  within  the  district  are  registered  for  the  manufacture  of  ice- 
cream. 

Twenty  premises  are  registered  by  this  Authority  under  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Act  for  the  storage  and  sale  of  ice-cream,  an  increase  of  one  over  the  previous 
year. 


The  majotlty  of  ice-cream  sold  is  pre-wrapped  and  all  retailers  have  sat- 
isfactory conservators, 

(c)  Food  Premises  Cafes  etc. 

The  nimber  of  food  premises  in  the  district  in  their  ireepeotiv^ 
categories  is  as  follows s- 


(a)  Grocers  and  General  Stores  18 

(b)  Butchers  3 

(c)  Bakehouses  1 

(h)  Cafes  and  Restuarants  6 

(®)  Hotels  and  other  Catering  Establishments.  11 

(f)  Fried  Fish  and  Chip  shops  1 

(g)  School  Kitchens  12 

(h)  Confectioners  3 


Total  = 55 


The  number  of  routine  inspections  made  to  food  premises  wore  considerably 
less  than  the  previous  year  although  again  the  visits  recorded  on  the  siimmaiy 
sheet  does  not  give  a true  picture  in  view  of  the  fact  that  visits  to  such 
establishments  are  often  recorded  under  other  headings. 

The  visits  made  revealed  that  in  the  majority  of  cases  a satisfactory 
standard  of  cleanliness  was  being  maintained  and  the  requirements  of  the  Food 
Hygiene  Regulations  are  being  observed, 

(d)  Meat  and  other  Foods 

The  new  construction  regulations  in  regard  to  Slaughterhouses  came  into 
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force  in  the  area  on  1st  October  1962  and  by  this  date  extensive  alter- 
ations and  improvements  had  been  carried  out  to  the  two  small  private  slaughter- 
houses situated  at  Dulverton.  Licences  in  respoct  of  both  premises  were  renewed 
for  a period  of  12  months  from  1st  October* 


The  number  of  animals 

inspected 

and  the 

meat  found  unfit  was 

as  follows? 

B ovine s 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Horses 

Lambs 

Number  Killed 
(estimated)  I70 

2 

700 

NIL 

NIL 

1 

Number  Inspected 

NIL 

150 

2 

645 

NIL 

1 

Weight  of  Meat  Conderanedin 
Pors 

lbs 

— 

B ovine s 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Horses 

Lambs 

(a)  Tuberculosis  NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

(b)  Cysticerosis  NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

(c)  Other  19 

NIL 

31b 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

19  lbs 

NIL 

31b  s 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

WEGTIOUS  DISE^xSES 

Extensive  enquiries  were  made  at  two  farm®  in  the  area  upon  receipt  of  a 
notification  of  the  existence  of  Salmonella-muriun  among  cattle,  specimens  were 
obtained  from  all  residents  and  as  a result  one  hviman  carrier  was  traced  and 
after  treatment  satisfactory  results  were  obtained. 

Investigations  were  also  made  into  a case  of  suspected  Brucella-abortus 
in  cattle,  the  organism  responsible  for  Undulant  fever  in  man.  Results  proved 
negative. 

Routine  matters  dealt  with  included  enquiries  and  sampling  into  isolated 
cases  of  suspected  food  poisoning  and  the  giving  of  advice  re  precautions  re- 
quired following  other  cases  of  infectious  disease. 


RODENT  CONTROL 

The  Council  employ  a full  time  Inspect or/Operat or.  All  farms  in  the 
district  are  inspected  at  regular  intervals  and  it  is  found  this  procedure 
tends  to  keep  the  obligation  of  the  occupier  under  The  Prevention  of  Damage  by 
Pests  Act  well  to  the  fore. 

Business  premises  requiring  treatment  and  not  vdshing  to  avail  themselves 
of  the  annual  contract  are  treated  at  cost  price.  Dwelling  Houses  are  serviced 
free?  .of  charge.  Routine  test  bating  of  sewers  and  of  other  property  owned  by 
the  Council  were  carried  out  during  the  year  but  no  major  infestations  were  found. 
Several  complaints  v/ere  received  during  the  summer  months  of  infestations  from 
wasps.  These  cases  were  dealt  with  by  the  Council's  operator  and  in  practically 
all  cases  the  treatment  carried  cut  was  successful. 


FACTORIES  ACT  196I.  - PART  Vlll 


OUTV/ORK 

NIL 
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INSPECTION 


OF  FACTOEEES 


Prescribed  particulars  on  the  Administration  of  the  Factories  Act  1961. 

INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health( including  inspections 
made  by  the  Public  Health  Inspector) 


Number  of 


Number 


Premises 

c 

Regi 

(1)  ^ 

>n 

ster 

2) 

Inspections 

(3) 

Written 

notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,2, 
3,4  and  6 are  to  bo  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities 

3 

5 

Nil 

Nil 

(ii)FactoriGs  not  included  in  (i)in 
which  Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 

18 

23 

Nil 

Nil 

^Mi)  Other  Premises  in  which  Section 

7 is  enforced  by  the  Local  Auth- 
ority (excluding  out-v/orkers  ' 
premises) 

Hil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Total  .... 

21 

26 

NIL 

NIL 

CASES  IN  MICH  DEFiiiCTS  WERE  FOUND 


I 


Particulars 

(1) 

Number 

of  cases  in  which 
v;ere  found 

defects 

i Number  of 
cases  in  which 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

To.H.S?^§yf8?M. 
Inspector  Inspec^^ 

(4)  (5) 

; prosecutions 
Were  instituted 

'^1 

(6) 

Want  of  cleanliness(S.i. ) 

1 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

T a 1 1 nr  ..  r 

Nil 

’ercrowding  ( S . 2 . ) 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

.reasonable  temperature  S.3 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

.adequate  ventilation  S.4.  

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

effective  drainage 

of 

floors  S,6. 

NIL 

NIL, 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

anitary  Conveniences  S.7 

1 

(a)  Insufficient 

1 

1 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective. 

1 

1 

— 

1 

Nil 

(c)  Not  seperate  for  sexes  . 

• * 

- 

- 

- 

- 

ler  offences  against  the 
:t  not  including  offences 
Lating  to  Outwork) 


Total  = ■.  3 NIL 2 m 
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TYPICAL  RESULTS  OF  CHEMICAL  OF  PUBLIC  WATER  SUPPLIES.  (IN  PARTS  PER  MLLIOH). 


